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For the moment the National Socialists were undecided
whether to support the Communists5 motion. For Dr.
Frick, the party chairman, was far more afraid than the other
parties of a dissolution of the Reichstag under the unfavour-
able conditions then prevailing. So the National Socialists
first moved an adjournment of the House for half an hour.
Finally Dr. Frick hurried to Hitler in the nearby Kaiserhof
Hotel to obtain his views. Hitler was triumphant. Here
was his opportunity to cut Papen off short. Without
bothering about the further consequences of his act, he
ordered Dr. Frick to support the Communists and overthrow
the Papen Government.
Hermann Goering was then the President of the Reichstag.
This man had been a good air-pilot, but his knowledge of
parliamentary procedure in the Reichstag was nil.
When he learnt from Frick that Hitler had ordered the
defeat of the Government by a vote of no-confidence he
immediately attempted to set in motion the division on the
Communists* proposal.
Meanwhile the red brief-case with its decree had arrived,
and Papen, asking for a hearing, tried to hand the document
to Goering as President of the Reichstag.
Goering purposely turned a deaf ear. He excused himself
later on, when confronted by a committee of enquiry, by
saying that the division had already begun, and that he was
not in. a position to give Papen a hearing. Later still he
treated himself to an orgy of gross invective against this
blunder (as he called it) of the committee's. But on the
12th September he was so obsessed by the idea of downing
Papen that he had not even noticed that Papen had laid
on his desk, plain for everyone to see, the red case contain-
ing the dissolution decree. It is certainly true that Papen
in his excitement had laid the case down before Goering
upside down, and Goering later tried to make the excuse
that he could not read the c label \ But according to the
rules of procedure the handing over of the decree to the
Reichstag President was sufficient, and Goering was wrong
in any case to have allowed the division to continue.